
HAVE YOU SEEN THIS PLANT? HAVE YOU SEEN THIS PLANT? HAVE YOU SEEN THIS PLANT? 

 (SANBI – ISP (EDRR) Gauteng & Free State Targeted species) 
 

Crotolaria agatiflora 

What does it look like? 

                                                                                               

 

 

Crotalaria agatiflora (canary bird bush) is an evergreen shrub or small tree 

1-10 m tall; mostly glabrous, young shoots softly hairy. Leaves 3-foliolate, 

greyish-green; leaflets on a short stalk (petiole), petiole mostly longer than 

leaflets, glabrous to densely hairy. Flowers are lemon-yellow or greenish-

yellow, with a projecting greenish or purple beak in many-flowered 

racemes to 400 mm long.   

 

Environmental and economic impacts 

 

It threatens watercourses in grassland and savanna biomes; potentially 

invasive on forest margins and also occupying cleared grassy areas. All 

parts of plant are poisonous if ingested. 

Invasive populations of the canary bird bush have been found along 

watercourses, roadsides, and disturbed areas in the Gauteng, Limpopo, 

North West and Mpumalanga provinces.  One of the SANBI – Invasive 

Species Programme’s key projects is to manage and control Crotolaria 

agatiflora populations in South Africa. 

 

Contact Details (SANBI – ISP) Officials: 

Ms. Dan’sile Cindi. (Gauteng & Free State Regional Coordinator)  

Tel: 083 235 6787 

E-mail: d.cindi@sanbi.org.za.  

Mr. Phetole Manyama.  (Deputy National Coordinator (Northern Regions) 

Tel: 012 843 5024/ 5000 

E-mail: p.manyama@sanbi.org.za.   

Email: invasivespecies@sanbi.org.za 

 

 

 

 



HAVE YOU SEEN THIS PLANT? HAVE YOU SEEN THIS PLANT? HAVE YOU SEEN THIS PLANT? 

 (SANBI – ISP (EDRR) Gauteng & Free State Targeted species) 
 

 

 

 

Iris pseudacorus 

What does it look like? 

                                                                                            

 

It is a herbaceous perennial, 1-1.5 m (or a rare 2 m) tall. Leaves are sword-

shaped, green to blue green, erect, flattened with a raised midrib, to 1 m long, 

about 10 per ramet (individual member of clone). Rhizomes pink in color. The 

flowers are showy, large, with typical iris structure, yellow with brownish mottled 

markings upper surfaces. Flowering occurs in spring or early summer. The fruit is 

a dry capsule 4-7 cm long, with numerous pale brown seeds. 

 

Environmental and economic impacts 

 

Environmental and economic impact 

Yellow flag invades wetland and riparian communities. Yellow-flag is a fast 

growing and fast spreading weed, creates thickets in water just like cattail(dense 

stands). Iris pseudacorus is poisonous if ingested and may cause irritation to the 

skin when handled. 

Contact Details (SANBI – ISP) Officials: 

Ms. Dan’sile Cindi. (Gauteng & Free State Regional Coordinator)  

Tel: 083 235 6787 

E-mail: d.cindi@sanbi.org.za.  

Mr. Phetole Manyama.  (Deputy National Coordinator (Northern Regions) 

Tel: 012 843 5024/ 5000 

E-mail: p.manyama@sanbi.org.za.   

Email: invasivespecies@sanbi.org.za 

 

 

 



HAVE YOU SEEN THIS PLANT? HAVE YOU SEEN THIS PLANT? HAVE YOU SEEN THIS PLANT? 

 (SANBI – ISP (EDRR) Gauteng & Free State Targeted species) 
 

 

 

 

Pueraria Montana var. lobata 

What does it look like? 

                   

Kudzu vine is a perennial, long-running, hairy vine up to 18 m high, somewhat 

woody, with tuberous roots, leaf stalks and stems covered with rusty-brown hairs. 

Leaves light green, finely hairy, 3-foliolate; leaflets with entire margins or shallowly 

lobed, 70-150 mm long, abruptly sharp-pointed but not bristle-tipped. Flowers are 

reddish-purple, fragrant, in spikes up to 300 mm long, flowering time from January 

- April. Pods flattened, clustered, 50-130 mm, covered with long rusting-brown 

hairs. 

 

Environmental and economic impacts 

 

Kudzu vine forms dense mats over the ground, debris, shrubs and trees by twining 

around objects. It invades forest margins and gaps, riverbanks and moist areas. It 

smothers desirable plants and causes them to collapse. Kudzu vine is a legume, 

thus can fix nitrogen and enhance the soil fertility. This may also affect indigenous 

species. It is very drought tolerant which makes it more aggressive. In the United 

States, Kudzu vine has taken over many areas, especially in the southern parts of 

the country, and keeping its infestation under control amounts to billions of dollars. 

Farmers need to be aware of Kudzu vine as it can be mistaken for soybean when 

it is still young, and it can be an alternate host for soybean rust. 

Contact Details (SANBI – ISP) Officials: 

Ms. Dan’sile Cindi. (Gauteng & Free State Regional Coordinator)  

Tel: 083 235 6787 

E-mail: d.cindi@sanbi.org.za.  

Mr. Phetole Manyama.  (Deputy National Coordinator (Northern Regions) 

Tel: 012 843 5024/ 5000 

E-mail: p.manyama@sanbi.org.za.   

Email: invasivespecies@sanbi.org.za 

 

 

 

 

 



HAVE YOU SEEN THIS PLANT? HAVE YOU SEEN THIS PLANT? HAVE YOU SEEN THIS PLANT? 

 (SANBI – ISP (EDRR) Gauteng & Free State Targeted species) 
 

 

Aloysia gratissima 

What does it look like? 

               

   

Whitebrush is a resprouting perennial shrub of the South Texas Plains. It can grow 

in dense thickets under mesquite trees. It is an aromatic shrub that reaches 0.9 - 

3m tall. It grows as a single plant or in large dense thickets. Leaves are narrow, 

small, pointed, pale beneath and up to 25mm long. On the flowering branches, the 

leaves are smaller and smooth-edged; those on other branches are larger and 

toothed. The tiny flowers vary from white to blue. 

There is so far only one known locality near Buffelsdrift road in Pretoria, Gauteng. 

Environmental and economic impacts 

A. gratissima spreads through seed dispersal and softwood cuttings vegetative. 

It is toxic to horses, mules and burros causing nervousness, emaciation, weakness 

and possibly death. Plant has spines or sharp edges; use extreme caution when 

handling. 

It is found to tolerate poorly drained soils and is drought tolerant. White brush can 

be aggressive, forming thickets, especially on disturbed ground. It grows on poor 

soils in full sun and it can adapt to richer soil (even poorly drained) and shade, but 

will flower best in full sun 

Contact Details (SANBI – ISP) Officials: 

Ms. Dan’sile Cindi. (Gauteng & Free State Regional Coordinator)  

Tel: 083 235 6787; E-mail: d.cindi@sanbi.org.za.  

Mr. Phetole Manyama.  (Deputy National Coordinator (Northern Regions) 

Tel: 012 843 5024/ 5000 

E-mail: p.manyama@sanbi.org.za.   

Email: invasivespecies@sanbi.org.za 
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http://www.google.co.za/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=4R02SLKAbvgKLM&tbnid=wUvMvGKbRFwqMM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http://www.ufrgs.br/fitoecologia/florars/open_sp.php?img=5785&ei=OI6UUbujKKuh7Ab754HoBw&psig=AFQjCNFuFJndS8z3hb76A0CGqjZmtOveXg&ust=1368776632712916


HAVE YOU SEEN THIS PLANT? HAVE YOU SEEN THIS PLANT? HAVE YOU SEEN THIS PLANT? 

 (SANBI – ISP (EDRR) Gauteng & Free State Targeted species) 
 

 

Opuntia pubescens 

What does it look like? 

    

 

Opuntia pubescens is a succulent cactus armed with thin barbed thorns and has lemon-

yellow flowers. The plant is relatively small and grows on average to approximately 40cm 

high, it is much branched with cladodes (joints) that are easily detached and are 3-7 cm long. 

The cladode surface is nearly smooth but mostly velvety or pubescent with numerous 

needle-like barbed spines that are short and brownish. The detached cladodes which are 

armed with these barbed spines easily attach themselves to passing animals that can carry 

them over long distances thus resulting in the rapid spread of the weed.   

The sterile fruit is small (about 2-2,5cm), green to red, and slightly spiny with a depressed 

umbilicus (bellybutton). All detached cladodes and fruit when falling to the ground can root 

and grow to form new plants. 

Environmental and economic impacts 

In view of the severe damage caused by O. aurantiaca in South Africa the similar O. 

pubescens should be banned and, if at all possible, eradicated as soon as possible. 

These impacts are: 

- Decrease in grazing area for livestock 

- Injuries to livestock 

- Loss of vegetation 

- Lowered value of pasture and curtailed movement of animals 

- Displacement of indigenous plants 

- Injuries to humans and curtailed movement of people in the infested area. 

 Opuntia pubescens can be confused with the jointed cactus Opuntia aurantiaca as well as 

with Opuntia salmiana. 

Contact Details (SANBI – ISP) Officials: 

Ms. Dan’sile Cindi. (Gauteng & Free State Regional Coordinator)  

Tel: 083 235 6787 

E-mail: d.cindi@sanbi.org.za.  

Mr. Phetole Manyama.  (Deputy National Coordinator (Northern Regions) 

Tel: 012 843 5024/ 5000 

E-mail: p.manyama@sanbi.org.za.   

Email: invasivespecies@sanbi.org.za 

 



HAVE YOU SEEN THIS PLANT? HAVE YOU SEEN THIS PLANT? HAVE YOU SEEN THIS PLANT? 

 (SANBI – ISP (EDRR) Gauteng & Free State Targeted species) 
 

 

 

Echinopsis chamaecereus 

What does it look like? 

                                                                              

Echinopsis chamaecereus is a small clumping cactus, about 10 cm high. It branches from 

the lower parts of the stems. The flowers are generally red, but orange, yellow and white 

flowered forms are also sometimes available. Pale green stems, up to 15 cm long and up to 

1.2 cm in diameter, 8 to 10 ribs, 10 to 15 soft, white bristles. Peanut Cactus flowers 

throughout the spring. True to its common name, the individual stems are of a similar size to 

an unshelled peanut, and coupled with their shallow ribs, they do indeed resemble a peanut 

in general appearance. The stems are weakly attached; they are easily detached from the 

parent plant; these detached stems are easily rooted to establish new clusters. 

 

Contact Details (SANBI – ISP) Officials: 

Ms. Dan’sile Cindi. (Gauteng & Free State Regional Coordinator)  

Tel: 083 235 6787 

E-mail: d.cindi@sanbi.org.za.  

Mr. Phetole Manyama.  (Deputy National Coordinator (Northern Regions) 

Tel: 012 843 5024/ 5000 

E-mail: p.manyama@sanbi.org.za.   

Email: invasivespecies@sanbi.org.za 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HAVE YOU SEEN THIS PLANT? HAVE YOU SEEN THIS PLANT? HAVE YOU SEEN THIS PLANT? 

 (SANBI – ISP (EDRR) Gauteng & Free State Targeted species) 
 

 

 

 

Euphorbia esula L. 

What does it look like? 

   

 

Leafy spurge is a perennial plant reproducing from seed and roots. Multiple stems 

are produced in a cluster and can reach up to 3 feet tall. Leaves are 1 to 4 inches 

long with entire margins. Flowers are yellow-green and small in clusters. Heart-

shaped yellow-green bracts enclose individual flowers. The plant contains a white 

milky sap that can irritate skin. Leafy spurge was introduced from Europe as a 

seed contaminant. 

 

Environmental and economic impacts 

 

Leafy spurge is toxic to livestock, as it will cause severe irritation in the mouth and 

digestive track of animals that graze on it. It can also irritate the skin of human who 

come in to contact with the milky sap. 

 

Contact Details (SANBI – ISP) Officials: 

Ms. Dan’sile Cindi. (Gauteng & Free State Regional Coordinator)  

Tel: 083 235 6787 

E-mail: d.cindi@sanbi.org.za.  

Mr. Phetole Manyama.  (Deputy National Coordinator (Northern Regions) 

Tel: 012 843 5024/ 5000 

E-mail: p.manyama@sanbi.org.za.   

Email: invasivespecies@sanbi.org.za 
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HAVE YOU SEEN THIS PLANT? HAVE YOU SEEN THIS PLANT? HAVE YOU SEEN THIS PLANT? 

 (SANBI – ISP (EDRR) Gauteng & Free State Targeted species) 
 

 

 

 

Salix babylonica L. 

What does it look like? 

 

    

Salix babylonica is a medium- to large-sized deciduous tree, growing up to 20-25 

m tall. It grows rapidly but has a short lifespan. The shoots are yellowish-brown, 

with small buds. The leaves are alternate and spirally arranged, narrow, light 

green, 4-16 cm long and 0.5-2 cm broad, with finely serrate margins and long 

acuminate tips; they turn gold-yellow in autumn. The flowers are arranged in 

catkins produced early in the spring; it is dioeciously, with the male and female 

catkins on separate trees. 

Environmental and economic impacts 

It invades riverbanks and wetlands. It has an aggressive root system in urban 

environments, which readily damages footpaths and drains. Roots spread into 

beds of watercourses, which slows water flow, reduces aeration and causes 

flooding and erosion. 

Contact Details (SANBI – ISP) Officials: 

Ms. Dan’sile Cindi. (Gauteng & Free State Regional Coordinator)  

Tel: 083 235 6787 

E-mail: d.cindi@sanbi.org.za.  

Mr. Phetole Manyama.  (Deputy National Coordinator (Northern Regions) 

Tel: 012 843 5024/ 5000 

E-mail: p.manyama@sanbi.org.za.   

Email: invasivespecies@sanbi.org.za 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HAVE YOU SEEN THIS PLANT? HAVE YOU SEEN THIS PLANT? HAVE YOU SEEN THIS PLANT? 

 (SANBI – ISP (EDRR) Gauteng & Free State Targeted species) 
 

 

 

 

Berberis julianae 

What does it look like? 

                                     

 

The wintergreen barberry is a dense evergreen shrub that can grow up to about 4 

m tall. It has very characteristic three-branched thorns that occur just below the 

leaves (as is the case with numerous other barberry species). Due to their shape, 

the thorns resemble a capital “T”. The leaves, which are arranged alternately but 

often have a whorl-like appearance due to clustering at the nodes, are shiny dark 

green above, leathery and have a heavily spined margin; they develop a red 

colour in the winter months. The flowers are small, yellow and occur in clusters 

throughout the plant. The fruits are bluish-black berries. 

 

Contact Details (SANBI – ISP) Officials: 

Ms. Dan’sile Cindi. (Gauteng & Free State Regional Coordinator)  

Tel: 083 235 6787 

E-mail: d.cindi@sanbi.org.za.  

Mr. Phetole Manyama.  (Deputy National Coordinator (Northern Regions) 

Tel: 012 843 5024/ 5000 

E-mail: p.manyama@sanbi.org.za.   

Email: invasivespecies@sanbi.org.za 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HAVE YOU SEEN THIS PLANT? HAVE YOU SEEN THIS PLANT? HAVE YOU SEEN THIS PLANT? 

 (SANBI – ISP (EDRR) Gauteng & Free State Targeted species) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Iris douglasiana 

What does it look like? 

                

The leaves of Iris douglasiana are sword like with prominent parallel veins, mostly 1-2cm 

wide, to 1m tall, yellowish green to deep green with a pink to reddish base. Older leaves are 

often arched 0.15-08cm tall, shorter than or equal to leaves, 2-3 flowers per stem. Flowers 

are cream in colour, light or dark lavender or deep violet. Petal tubes (1) 1.2-2.8cm long. 

Stigmas are triangular.  Two lowest bracts beneath flowers opposite, usually membranous 

and papery. Outer lowest bract 4-8cm long, 0.5-0.7cm wide. Fruit capsules 4-7cm long, 

sharply triangular in cross-section. Seeds are spherical about 3mm in diameter, dull black, 

minutely wrinkled. 

 

Environmental and economic impacts 

 

I. douglasiana is seen to aggressively proliferate in highly disturbed places and form 

extensive dense stands as other native plants decline. Leaves and especially rhizomes are 

thought to be toxic to animals and humans when sufficient amount of plant material is 

ingested. 

 

Contact Details (SANBI – ISP) Officials: 

Ms. Dan’sile Cindi. (Gauteng & Free State Regional Coordinator)  

Tel: 083 235 6787 

E-mail: d.cindi@sanbi.org.za.  

Mr. Phetole Manyama.  (Deputy National Coordinator (Northern Regions) 

Tel: 012 843 5024/ 5000 

E-mail: p.manyama@sanbi.org.za.   

Email: invasivespecies@sanbi.org.za 
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HAVE YOU SEEN THIS PLANT? HAVE YOU SEEN THIS PLANT? HAVE YOU SEEN THIS PLANT? 

 (SANBI – ISP (EDRR) Gauteng & Free State Targeted species) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Iris missouriensis 

What does it look like? 

 

                                   

 

I. missouriensis is a long-lived perennial. Its flowering stalks produce 2-4 showy flowers in 

various colours of pale to deep blue and lavender, with a rare white form found occasionally. 

Each flower has purple veins that radiate from a bearded yellow spot on each of three outer 

sepals that are re-curved and spread outward. Three petals and three styles on the inner 

segments of the flower are erect or arching upwards and bloom sequentially, often on a 

leafless stem or sometimes having one leaf. Pale blue-green alternate, simple sword-like 

leaves folded length wise grow from the base of the stem, which reaches a height of 30-

60cm. 

 

Impacts 

The leaves of I. missouriensis are said to be poisonous if eaten. 

 

Contact Details (SANBI – ISP) Officials: 

Ms. Dan’sile Cindi. (Gauteng & Free State Regional Coordinator)  

Tel: 083 235 6787 

E-mail: d.cindi@sanbi.org.za.  

Mr. Phetole Manyama.  (Deputy National Coordinator (Northern Regions) 

Tel: 012 843 5024/ 5000 

E-mail: p.manyama@sanbi.org.za.   

Email: invasivespecies@sanbi.org.za 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.co.za/imgres?imgurl=http://www.fs.fed.us/wildflowers/beauty/iris/blueflag/images/iris_missouriensis_br_lg.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.fs.fed.us/wildflowers/beauty/iris/blueflag/iris_missouriensis.shtml&h=480&w=640&sz=137&tbnid=5BNXH2qWQy6btM:&tbnh=90&tbnw=120&prev=/search?q=Iris+missouriensis&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=Iris+missouriensis&usg=__W-TMuKSy_I7YNmHaddKkk2hKmo0=&docid=oFtrVYKqGpNSNM&sa=X&ei=0NWdUeKNDoTd7QbAkIDAAg&ved=0CDIQ9QEwAg
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HAVE YOU SEEN THIS PLANT? HAVE YOU SEEN THIS PLANT? HAVE YOU SEEN THIS PLANT? 

 (SANBI – ISP (EDRR) Gauteng & Free State Targeted species) 
 

 

 

Populus deltoids (cottonwood poplar) 

    

Populus nigra L. (Black poplar) 

    

Populus simonii (Chinese poplar) 

    

 

Contact Details (SANBI – ISP) Officials: 

Ms. Dan’sile Cindi. (Gauteng & Free State Regional Coordinator)  

Tel: 083 235 6787 

E-mail: d.cindi@sanbi.org.za.  

Mr. Phetole Manyama.  (Deputy National Coordinator (Northern Regions) 

Tel: 012 843 5024/ 5000 

E-mail: p.manyama@sanbi.org.za.   

Email: invasivespecies@sanbi.org.za 
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HAVE YOU SEEN THIS PLANT? HAVE YOU SEEN THIS PLANT? HAVE YOU SEEN THIS PLANT? 

 (SANBI – ISP (EDRR) Gauteng & Free State Targeted species) 
 

 

 

 

Styphnolobium japonicum 

What does it look like? 

                            

The Japanese pagoda tree is a large, rounded, shade tree that doubles as an 

ornamental tree, profusely flowering in Aug. or early Sept. with creamy-yellow 

large inflorescences.  

 

 

 

 

Contact Details (SANBI – ISP) Officials: 

Ms. Dan’sile Cindi. (Gauteng & Free State Regional Coordinator)  

Tel: 083 235 6787 

E-mail: d.cindi@sanbi.org.za.  

Mr. Phetole Manyama.  (Deputy National Coordinator (Northern Regions) 

Tel: 012 843 5024/ 5000 

E-mail: p.manyama@sanbi.org.za.   

Email: invasivespecies@sanbi.org.za 
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Nymphoides peltata 

What does it look like? 

  

 

N. peltata is an aquatic, bottom-rooted perennial with long branched stolons extending up to 

one metre or more that lie just beneath the waters surface. The node on the stolons typically 

produces a plant and many thread-like roots. Leaves are heart-like to almost circular in 

shape and are 3-10 cm long on long stalks that arise from creeping underwater rhizomes. 

The leaves are frequently purplish underneath, with slightly wavy, shallowly scalloped 

margins. The flowers are bright yellow, 5-petaled and 3-4 cm in diameter. The flowers are 

held above the water surface on long stalks, with one to several flowers per stalk. The flower 

edges are distinctively fringed giving the common name of Fringed waterlily. The fruit is a 

capsule up to 2.5cm long containing numerous seeds. The seeds are flat, oval and about 

3.5mm long with hairy edges (GISD, 2009). 

Environmental and economic impacts 

N. peltata is a very aggressive plant capable of rapid growth and spread which can displace 

native species, reduce biodiversity, limit recreation, diminish aesthetic value and decrease 

water quality and flow. It may form dense single species stands that often do not provide 

ideal habitat or food for native wildlife and may limit access to the water for some species. 

These native wildlife populations may be forced to relocate or perish ultimately resulting in 

the loss of biodiversity and a disruption in the balance of the ecosystem. 
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Brumus spp. 
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Ulmus parvifolia Jacq. 

What does it look like? 

 

 

The Chinese Elm tree is a small to medium-sized deciduous (rarely evergreen) tree growing 

to 10-18m tall with a slender trunk and crown. The leaves are small, 2-5cm long and 1-3cm 

broad. The fruit are round samaras. The colour of the fruits is a striking lime green, quickly 

maturing to a deep russet, both of which contrast well against the dark green, shinny foliage 

rapidly growing in September. The flowers are produced in early autumn, small and 

inconspicuous with the seed maturing rapidly and dispersing by late autumn. It has an 

exfoliating bark which is cinnamon in colour. It grows in a vase shape and is a good city tree. 

The seeds are winged and dispersed by wind. 

Environmental and economic impacts 

It invades Wetlands and riparian areas, such as stream banks and drainage swales, or any 

area that retains moisture from rain or irrigation. The aggressive root system absorbs water, 

nutrient, and space. 
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