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The Importance of Natural Corridors in a City 
 

  A city which functions well needs healthy 
ecosystem services and many natural green 
areas, particularly along streams and ridges. 
These should not be isolated pockets dotted 
here and there but joined to each other by 
natural corridors. We are fortunate to have 
such a corridor along the Moreletaspruit and 
many species of urban wildlife move up and 
down the river along this green space.  
  

Above: Yellow mongoose with a snake, identified 
as probably a Rinkhals, photographed near Eastside Church in Moreleta Park by Jesse Burnhams.  

 
Among the animals are water mongooses, slender mongooses, yellow mongooses, 
porcupines, Cape clawless otters, cane rats, genets, bush babies, Nile monitor 
lizards, tortoises and snakes. Many of our animals are nocturnal and only seen at 
dusk and dawn but we find their signs such as spines or scat. 

 

 
Porcupine and vervet monkey, both 
photographed in Ecoglen by Dr Mark Klein. 

 

 
 

Leopard tortoise at Skuilkrans Koppie, photo by Brendan Hohls, Nile monitor lizard in Garsfontein. 



 

Climate Change Mitigation 
The city’s green areas are of the utmost importance in helping to mitigate the effects 
of climate change. We have recently seen the devastating floods in KZN and we can 
expect more extreme weather events in the future. South Africa is said to be 
warming at twice the global rate. Our city is increasingly being densified and green 
spaces reduce urban temperatures, improve air quality, and store carbon and excess 
rain water. Habitats and biodiversity, where every species of plant, animal, bird, 
insect and fungus plays a role in providing ecosystem services, must be protected. 
Last but not least, time spent in natural areas improves mental well-being. 
 
City Nature Challenge 2022 
The CNC is an annual event where people all over the world document the 
biodiversity in their cities by taking photographs using the iNaturalist app. This is 

citizen science in action and the information 
gathered can be used by scientists for projects 
and by cities for planning. The changing 
patterns of which species proliferate and which 
disappear can be tracked. In our city, the most 
observed species were Lindenleaf sage/Salvia 
tiliifolia (left) and common lantana/ Lantana 
camara – two invasive alien plants. We are not 
winning the war against the invasives and 
would like to see our city spend more of the 
budget on this! Many of our Forum members 
were amongst the 120 people who took part 
and recorded 4 390 observations. 

 
Possible Impact on the Rademeyerspruit 

As preparation for a planned development on a piece of land just upstream of the 
Moreleta Kloof Nature Reserve, a Water Use Licence has been applied for to make 
changes to the stream which runs through a corner of the land. In addition, an offer 
has been made for the Wingate Park Golf Course with the aim of developing that 
currently green area. The spring which is the source of the Rademeyerspruit is in the 
grounds of this golf course. We will keep an eye on these developments. 
 
River Runner  

Try this really amazing link and trace the course of any rivers in the world. Click on a 
spot to drop a raindrop in eastern Pretoria and trace our Moreletaspruit all the way to 
the Limpopo and out to the Indian Ocean near Xai-Xai in Mozambique! 
https://river-runner-global.samlearner.com/ 

 
Green Drop Report 2022 

This report relates to waste water management and according to the recently 
released report, Tshwane scored only 60%. We can all play a part in helping to 
improve the state of our waste water by not throwing fats down the drains and by 
using vinegar or environmentally friendly products for cleaning. Many commercial 
cleaners interfere with one of the steps in waste water treatment by killing the micro-
organisms used in a biological process to remove nitrogen, phosphorus and 
nutrients. Furthermore, only toilet paper, which is designed to disintegrate when wet, 
should be thrown into toilets – no wet wipes, ear buds or any other foreign objects. 
There is no such thing as a flushable wet wipe! 

https://river-runner-global.samlearner.com/


News from WESSA Friends Groups 
 

Ecoglen Association did MiniSASS 

testing on 21 May in two sections of the 
Moreleta. The scores were 5.1 and 5.  
A score under 5.3 indicates “very poor 
condition – critically modified” but in fact 
this is a fairly good average score for the 
Moreleta which is no longer a pristine 
country stream. Ecoglen also hosted two 
Bioblitzes for the CNC and has been 
working regularly on removing red 
sunflowers and other invasive alien 
species. Photos:  Aimee Ginsberg and Stefan de 

Meillon. 
 

Friends of Faerie Glen Nature Reserve held 

a Bird Walk (right), two Moonlight Meanders 
and MiniSASS testing. Core members work on 
invasive alien vegetation during the week and a 
hack open to all volunteers is held once a 
month. 
 
Friends of Moreleta Kloof have a small group 

of volunteers who work on alien vegetation and 
path maintenance during the week. They have 
organised hacks once a month for all who are 
interested (below left). 

 
Friends of Serene Valley hosted a group of Junior Honorary Rangers and parents who 
learned how to use the iNaturalist app and then cleaned litter out of the river (above right).  
They also had regular work sessions to remove invasive alien vegetation, a bird walk, and 
held a Bioblitz for the CNC. 
 
Friends of Colbyn Valley hosted a Bioblitz for the CNC. 

 
“When the last tree has been cut down, the last fish caught, the last river poisoned, 
only then will we realise that we cannot eat money.” Cree prophesy. 
 
Contact Details/ Kontak-besonderhede  
DWS: Co-ordinator Adopt-a-River - Email: jaftan@dws.gov.za  
CoT: Nature Conservation – Tel: 012 358 1510. Email: AdeleneM@TSHWANE.GOV.ZA 
Adopt Moreletaspruit Forum (Carol Martin): Email: moreletaforum@gmail.com  
Website: www.riv.co.za/ms                       Facebook Group – Adopt-a-River Moreleta  
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