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Litter 
Litter is a very serious environmental issue along the Moreletaspruit and indeed all over 
our city and the world. Most of the litter we find at the river during clean ups is made of 
plastic – bottles, bags, packaging etc. Plastic is not biodegradable. It may remain in the 
environment for thousands of years and although it eventually breaks down, it just 

remains minute particles of toxic plastic. Fish, 
birds, animals and people drink these particles 
along with the water. Crabs are suffocated 
inside plastic bags. Birds get tangled in fishing 
line, kite string and even cotton and die an 
agonizing death caught on trees and bushes, 
breaking their limbs in their struggles to free 
themselves. Fish and small animals get caught 
in the rings of six pack containers and either 
choke to death or become deformed as they 
grow larger. Although we live inland, most 
rivers are connected to the oceans and at least 

some of our litter could make its way into the Indian Ocean. Seven billion tons of rubbish 
land in the world’s oceans every year. Of this about 70% sinks and damages the ocean 
floor while 30% floats in five enormous gyres which block the sunlight and kill 100 000 
sea mammals and turtles each year. Most of our local litter gets caught on vegetation 
along the river banks (see photo), or makes a “plastic islands” in the Roodeplaat Dam.  
 
Ban the Butt! 
Cigarette butts are the most common form of litter 
and smokers probably flick them away without a 
thought – but when you consider that 4.5 trillion are 
thrown away each year world-wide, the magnitude of 
the damage to the environment is evident. 
Pesticides, herbicides, insecticides, fungicides and 
rodenticides used during the production of tobacco, 
plus arsenic, nicotine, polycyclic aromatic 
hydrocarbons and heavy metals are released into our 
soils and water via roadside butt waste. Research at 
the State University of San Diego showed that the 
thousands of chemicals present in a cigarette butt 
are acutely toxic to aquatic organisms, marine and freshwater fish. Chemicals from one 
filtered cigarette butt killed half the fish living in a litre container of water. Furthermore, as 
the filters are made from cellulose-acetate (a plastic) they are not biodegradable. 
Environmental groups are only now appreciating that the bio-accumulation of poisons in 
the food chain and water supplies mean that butts should be treated as toxic waste! 



How does so much litter get into our rivers and streams? 
Motorists and pedestrians throw food packaging, glass and plastic bottles, cans and 
cigarette butts into the streets. Vagrants store their belongings in storm water drains. 
When it rains, the water washes the litter through a network of storm water pipes to the 
rivers. Residents throw broken household items like vacuum cleaners, electric blankets, 
chairs and tables over the fences into the grass along the rivers. 
 
What can we do? 
Never drop even the tiniest bit of litter. Never walk past litter in the street without picking 
it up, no matter who dropped it. Educate everyone about the consequences of littering. 
Contrary to popular belief, it does NOT create jobs. 
RECYCLE all plastic packaging, tins, paper, glass, batteries, electronic equipment 
responsibly to keep as much as possible out of our soils and water. Suggestions of 
where to recycle are given at the end of this letter. 
 
Big Clean Up Day on 7 February to mark World Wetlands Day 
Several Friends Groups along the Moreleta and tributaries simultaneously cleaned up 
litter and removed alien vegetation on 7 February. Thanks to Philip Kesting for the idea 
and the publicity and to all the wonderful volunteers who helped. 

Vriende van Moreletakloof  
het eers na die voëlringers 
gekyk en toe het hulle genoeg 
rommel opgetel om ‘n klein 
stortbak vol te maak. Ander 
helpers het sak na sak 
volgemaak met pompom 
plante. Links: Letetia and Carli 
Möller gereed vir aksie. 
 

Friends of Serene Valley had 13 volunteers who collected 25 bags of litter, some stolen 
cable and a table. The also removed many small mulberry and privet trees. 

Left: Corné Roets, 
Jochem Erasmus and 
Ian Crisp ‘tree-
popped’ small trees. 
Right: Iwan le Roux 
and Lezanne 
Rossouw with a large 
pile of collected 
rubbish. 

 
 

Left: Friends of Struben Dam 
had 6 volunteers who removed 
alien vegetation and litter. 
Right: In Meyerspark Bird 
Sanctuary, some helpers cut 
and applied herbicide to the 
aliens, while others collected 
vast amounts of litter. 



Vriende van Faerie Glen Natuurreservaat het hulle 20 helpers in vier spanne  
gedeel. Ds Peet Crous en ‘n helper (links onder) het jong bloekombome met ‘n 

kettingsaag 
afgesny; een 
span het 
rommel 
opgetel by die 
voëlskuilplek 
(regs); een 
het lantana 
uitgeroei bo- 
op die berg en 

die vierde span het pompoms uitgehaal aan die weste kant. 
 

Vriende van 
Ecoglen het 
rommel, 
insluitende ‘n 
waentjie, 
opgetel (links) 
en (regs) 
rooisonneblom-
me uitgehaal. 

 
Friends of Brookside Meander had help from 36 children, 20 from the St 
Paulus SANParks Junior Rangers Club plus 16 Grade 7 children who 
enthusiastically cleaned up litter while the ten adult helpers removed aliens. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
World Wetlands Day 2015 was also celebrated in Colbyn Valley  
The theme for 2015 is “Wetlands for our Future”, so the Water Research 
Commission, in collaboration with the ARC, DWS, WESSA, WetRest, South 
African Wetland Society, CoT and Friends of Colbyn Valley, invited local 
schoolchildren to learn about wetlands and river health in the Colbyn Wetland 
Nature Reserve, as it is today’s children who will become the stewards of the 
wetlands. The 75 children who attended were taken on a wetlands walk to learn 



about the soils, plants and other features and then made their own models of 
wetlands. They were also taken to the Hartbeesspruit downstream of the wetland 
and shown how to assess the health of a stream by using the miniSASS method. 

Left: 
making 
wetland 
models. 
Right:  
identifying 
inverte-
brates 
during the 
miniSASS. 

 
 A Win for the Adopt Moreletaspruit Forum and the Environment 
In January the Minister of Environmental Affairs upheld the Forum’s appeal 
against the environmental authorisation (EA) granted to Transnet in July 2014 for 
rectification of unlawful construction of gabions to protect the pipelines crossing 
the Moreletaspruit. Congratulations to Erica van Zyl and Adelene Marais who 
drew up a very detailed appeal! The gabions showed structural failure soon after 
installation and caused erosion. Transnet will now redesign and rehabilitate the 
gabions, in consultation with a wetland specialist, before the end of July 2015. 
 
Friends Groups/Vriendegroepe 
Vriende van Moreletakloof het ‘n sampioenuitstappie gehou op 21 Februarie. 
Friends of Faerie Glen will have an Invasive Plant Hack on Sunday 8 March 
and a Bird Walk on Saturday 9 May. 
Friends of Serene Valley had a Bird Walk on 21 February and will have a 
Butterfly Walk on 21 March and a MiniSASS demonstration on 18 April. 
Helene Gertenbach of Friends of Brookside Meander is planning a hike along 
the Moreleta from Moreletakloof to Pretoria St in Silverton on 16 May. 
 
Environmental Special Days and Weeks 
22 March World Water Day 
16 – 22 March National Water Week 
28 March 20:30 – 21:30 Earth Hour 
22 April Earth Day 
5 June World Environment Day 
 
Contact Details/ Kontak-besonderhede  
DWS: Gauteng Region – Tel 012 392 1362. Email: RakgothoT@dwa.gov.za 
CoT: Nature Conservation – Tel: 012 358 1510. Email: AdeleneL@TSHWANE.GOV.ZA 
Adopt Moreletaspruit Forum – Email: anneli.kuhn@gmail.com  - Tel 012 472 0069 or  
083 750 2873. Secretary of the Forum: moreletaforum@gmail.com  
Website: www.riv.co.za/ms  
Facebook Group – Adopt-a-River Moreleta  
     The Facilitation Team/Die Fasiliteringspan 
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Where to Recycle 
 
Many residents in the Moreletaspruit catchment have had a free weekly curbside 
collection of their recyclables for some years. Waste Group took over the 
collection from May 2014 but unfortunately they terminated this service on 10 
February as it was not financially viable. Participation only grew to 30% of 
residents and “informal recyclers” took the more valuable items from the bags.  
 
There is a possibility that another organisation might take over the recycling 
collection, but in the meantime please keep on separating your waste. 
 
Here are some suggestions of Recycling Points: 
 
Moreleta Square, Rubenstein Drive: Drive round behind the Spar. There are 
coloured wheelie bins for plastic, paper and cans. Slightly further on there is a 
cage for cardboard and a skip for glass. 
 
Nursery School in Sandra St (out of Coley St), Garsfontein: There is a paper 
bank outside. 
 
Woolworths in Serene St (cor Velddrift St): There is a box outside for batteries 
and energy-saving light bulbs. 
 
Incredible Connection, Atterbury Value Mart: Collection point for old 
computers and electronic equipment. 
 
Pick ‘n Pay, Atterbury Road, Lynnwood: There are glass banks in the parking 
lot on the west side near the car wash and the river. 
 
Faerie Glen Nature Reserve: There is a glass bank in the parking lot. 
 
Hospice, off January Masilela Rd: There are paper banks outside the gate and 
a cage for cardboard in the parking lot. 
 
Plantland, Atterbury Road (cor January Masilela): just inside the entrance, to 
the left, there are bins for plastic, glass, tins, paper and cardboard. 
 
Engen Garage, Atterbury Road going east (between Lois St and January 
Masilela): there are igloos for plastic, glass and tins (not paper). 
 
Engen Garage, Atterbury Road going west (between January Masilela and 
Lois St):  there are igloos for paper, tins and plastic (not glass). 
 


