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  SASAQS 1999 AGM

 

Minutes of the 36th Annual General Meeting of the Southern African Society for Aquatic
Scientists, held at Swakopmund, 29 June 1999

Welcome and Attendance, Apologies, Additions to the agenda, Minutes of the previous meeting and matters arising
from the minutes.

1. Welcome and Attendance

The President welcomed those present: 
M. Coke, B.R. Allanson, B. Rowlston, R. Owen, M. Angliss, J. O'Keeffe, C.Topping, P. Skelton, N. Rayner, R. Hart, R. Glen, J. Day, C.
Thirion, M.J.Gabriel, A. Turton, C. Van Ginkel, S. de Wet, J.C. Roos, B. Davies, M.Davies, M. Wishart, B. Curtis, G. Naidoo, J. Adams,
W. Ellery, J. Cambray, B. van der Waal, W. Vlok, N. Nicolaai, M. Seaman, S. Mitchell, K. Schachtschneider, H. Kolberg, K. Roberts, F. de
Moor, H. Barber-James, M. Silberbauer, T. Palmer, H. Champion, H. Jerling, B. Gratwicke, C. Phiri, S. Bethune, D. Okeyo, C. Dickens
(President), M. Graham (Secretary)

2. Apologies 
D. Cyrus, B. Marshall, A. Whitfield, J. King, L. Day, R. Tharme, H. Dallas, B. Harding, L. Polling, A. Jooste, P. Chapman, L. Hoffman, M.
Chutter, H. Davies-Coleman, J. Thornton, D. Roux, B. Madikezela, M. Sanders, M. Uys

3. Additions to the agenda 
No additions submitted

4. Minutes of the 35th AGM 
These were taken as read by all and accepted. 
Corrections were made to the spelling of O' Keeffe and Allanson.

5. Matters arising from the Minutes

Steve Mitchell confirmed that SASAQS was to receive credit for the Algal Toxin Workshop.
Sue Allanson expressed her thanks for the gift made to her by SASAQS.
The issue of whether SASAQS should receive a reward for the invertebrate guides was raised, and it was
decided that as everyone had already contributed so much there should not be a specific SASAQS reward.
Thanks were extended to Bill Harding for his efforts as treasurer of the society. He was asked whether he
would like a computer or an honorarium as payment for his hard work, but he declined both offers.
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  President's report at SASAQS 1999 AGM

 Minutes of the 36th Annual General Meeting of the Southern African Society for Aquatic Scientists, held at
Swakopmund, 29 June 1999

Last year was a busy one, starting with the NRI conference this time last year. As you probably know this
workshop/conference was held at the request of the committee overseeing the Kruger Park Programme, and was an
attempt to initiate a National Rivers Research Programme for South Africa. As SASAQS, our mandate was specifically
to host the conference whereafter the NRI would continue under its own steam. Over the past year the Task Team which
was elected at the end of the conference has produced its recommendations and has delivered them to the principles who
were the target of the NRI, namely the WRC (Water Research Commission), DWAF (Department of Water Affairs and
Forestry) and DEAT (Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism). As far as I know the WRC have done
something to make use of the recommendations but the details are not for this report. As a SASAQS responsibility, our
duty was done. Financially at times the conference was a "cliff hanger" but in the end generated a modest R8 000 profit
to the society. As a matter of interest the total budget for the conference, with 150 people, was only in the region of R65
000.

Predictably, after years of able assistance, Bill Harding tendered his resignation as Treasurer. A replacement was found
in the person of Nelson Mwanyama, a newcomer to the society and a fish man from the KZN Conservation Services. It
has taken some time to take transfer of the computer software, printer etc. so Nelson has not been able to send out
invoices, although these will be forthcoming. We wish Nelson all the best with this responsibility.

Rob Hattingh has also tendered his resignation from Council - he has moved from Richards Bay Minerals to join a
consulting firm in Gauteng, so is no longer available. Heather Mackay resigned from her position as Gauteng rep, and
was replaced by Nico Rossouw, who it is rumoured, will be moving to Cape Town so the position will again need
filling.

Mike Coke has taken to this job of editor like his beloved fish to water but I am sure not without a few frustrating
moments. He has also participated in a National initiative to merge all of the biological journals in order to make them
more viable. We are participating without yet making any commitments.

I have acted as the SASAQS representative on the SANTAS initiative being driven by Johan Pauw from the NRF. This
initiative plans to develop a way to direct NRF funding to all terrestrial and aquatic research in the same way that
SANCOR does for the Marine fraternity. 
{Secretarys note: This issue caused some degree of discussion ranging from caution about too much "terrestrial" involvement, "losing out to
terrestrial" interests (Brian Allanson, Jenny Day), to the observation that SASAQS is currently in a health state and therefore SANTAS can't "shut
us out" (Maitland Seaman), and "that if 'aquatics' need to compete with 'terrestrials' then they should receive a fair slice of the cake" )Brian
Allanson). Agreed that the President would monitor and update the society.}

This year's conference has been very ably organised by Shirley Bethune and her team of Namibians, for which we are
very grateful. The event has been superbly organised with a continual stream of nice touches that make the conference
all the more special. The Society made good on its promise made last year, to sponsor students to attend this conference.
This was done from Society funds to the tune of R10 000 and also from a very generous fund landed by Shirley that will
cover extra students and also the publication of the proceedings. This is probably the best way that we can put our
accumulated funds to use. Next years conference is not quite so certain but we will discuss that later during the meeting.
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  Treasurer's report: SASAQS 1999 AGM

 Minutes of the 36th Annual General Meeting of the Southern African Society for Aquatic Scientists, held at
Swakopmund, 29 June 1999

There was no treasurer's report at the time of the AGM as the delivery did not quite make it. Bill Harding's report is
reproduced below:

Annual Report for the Financial Year ending 31 December 1998.

Dear Friends and Colleagues,

You have before you copies of the audited financial statements of the Society for the 1998 financial year. This will be
my sixth and last annual report on the Society's finances. Personal circumstances, and my recent move to full-time
consulting, have left me with little time for subscription chasing. My apologies for not being able to attend the meeting
in person, but I wish you all the very best with your presentations and social interactions in Swakopmund.

Annual subscription income for the 1998 year was once again less than that for the previous period. Some twenty-six
ordinary members, and two subscriber members were still in arrears at year end, these representing a deficit, in budgeted
income, of R1820.00. This was the highest number of defaulting members since the 1992 financial year. On the plus
side, several members took advantage of the offer to offset the 1999 increase in annual subs, with pre-paid subscriptions
amounting to R5850.00.

In terms of compliance with the budget, all categories, with the exception of journal expenditure, were within the budget
allocations. The printing of two editions of the journal during the 1998 year caused a budget overrun of some R10
000.00, and illustrates the inability of the Society to produce more than one edition per annum (this assumes that the
Society does not adopt an alternative format or publishing vehicle for the journal).

The combination of reduced subscription income, journal costs and a surplus from the 1998 conference resulted in the
Society recording a profit of R4900.00 at year end. Overall, accumulated funds increased from R130 799.00 at 1997
year-end, to R135 669.00 at the end of 1998.

Once again, it is clear from the financial statements that, even with the buffer provided by earnings from investments,
subscription income is insufficient to maintain financial growth. This situation is particularly evident during years when
the annual congress does not render a surplus for the Society's coffers. Annual subscriptions have not been increased for
the past seven years. The planned increase in annual subs will serve to offset further income losses for the 1999 year,
but only a marked increase in membership will serve to reverse the present trends.

I have enjoyed my time as Honorary Treasurer to the Society, and the challenge which the Cape Town Executive
accepted in 1992, namely rebuilding the financial stability of the Society. I wish you all everything of the best for the
future, and hope to see many of you again in the not -too-distant future.

Sincerely, 
Bill Harding - Honorary Treasurer
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  Editor's report: SASAQS 1999 AGM

 Minutes of the 36th Annual General Meeting of the Southern African Society for Aquatic Scientists, held at
Swakopmund, 29 June 1999

After more than a year in the editor's saddle I regret to report that I still have not succeeded in publishing an issue of the
journal to follow Brian Allanson's Volume 23(2) published in 1997. However, we now have four accepted manuscripts
and one book review lined up, as well as 18 other manuscripts still under review, and from these should be able to
generate a handsome Volume 24 for 1998.

The handling of manuscripts and their refereeing is now being done almost exclusively by e-mail, which is proving very
satisfactory. Electronic-format diagrams that require modification are being handled by a consultant in Pietermaritzburg
and the layout work on accepted manuscripts is being done by a consultant in Grahamstown. However, this process is
not yet operating smoothly and so even now we do not have any camera-ready copy on hand.

A Pietermaritzburg printer's quote was obtained but has proved to be more expensive than that of our current printers in
Pretoria, who offers us 350 100-page copies of the journal at R15 each, or 400 at R14 each or 500 at R12.35 each. By
trimming the number of copies produced to a minimum it is hoped to limit our costs somewhat.

Amalgamation of our journal with the S A Journal of Marine Science has been discussed further but appears to be too
costly and restrictive a solution for our society. Nevertheless, an even more ambitious amalgamation project is now
under discussion. An investigation of South African scientific publications by the Department of Arts, Culture, Science
and Technology (DACST) revealed that 
"in terms of impact, no South African journals feature in the top 25% of leading (international) journals, that
only two feature in the second quartile and that the rest are in the bottom half of the fourth quartile. We will
support only the top general science journal and will provide medium term seed funding for the development of
one or two journals in the niche research publication areas."
Consequently, under the leadership of Prof. Albert van Jaarsveld, we and several other societies have been discussing
the possibility of combining our publications to create one top-notch, self-supporting, monthly journal, tentatively
named Biologica Africana, that would be bought by every science library in the country as well as by major overseas
libraries. Besides needing initial 'seed-funding', such as that offered by DACST, such a journal would need R30 000 per
annum for five years from each participating society.

Since SASAQS already loses many local papers to high-profile international journals, the prospect of creating such a
vehicle locally is very attractive. But as a society we also need to ensure that lesser papers also see the light of day and
thereby to encourage up-and-coming authors. These options and objectives need to be considered by our members.

Mike Coke 
29 June 1999

General discussion on the editors report:

The issue of a website publication for aspiring authors was discussed to address the need of up-and-coming
authors. This could be an additional feature available on the SASAQS website. Re the Biologica Africana issue -
Jenny Day questioned whether there should be a major discussion now or whether members should rather be
emailed with options. Chris Dickens said the latter was a good idea but it should be left for now until the major
issues are clearer.
Nancy Rayner suggested that there should be someone available to assist Mike Silberbauer with the newsletter.
Brian Allanson emphasised the need for authors to read the journals "instructions to authors." Shirley Bethune
said that the instructions to the authors needed to be revisited and sent to all members (also appended to these
minutes). Shirley also noted that a substantial amount of money had been made available from one of the sponsors
of this conference for the publication of papers emanating from this conference. Mike Coke would need to find
some support for the publication of these proceedings. Jenny Day queried if all papers were to still be referred.
Mike Coke confirmed this.
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  Newsletter report: SASAQS 1999 AGM

 Minutes of the 36th Annual General Meeting of the Southern African Society for Aquatic Scientists, held at
Swakopmund, 29 June 1999

Mike Silberbauer (co-editor of the SASAQS Newsletter with Mandy Uys) asked if everyone could please check the
database, as there have been problems with the delivery of the newsletter. He also stated that it costs R1300 to print and
send out. Chris Dickens suggested the possibility of simplifying the current newsletter and then introducing an email
and Internet site version of the newsletter. Members without email would be sent a hardcopy of the email version. This
was agreed by all as it would speed up the movement of general Society information/news.

It was suggested that all Southern African Ministers (in appropriate departments) be sent a Society Newsletter. Action
Newsletter Editors.
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  Regional representatives reports: SASAQS 1999 AGM

 Minutes of the 36th Annual General Meeting of the Southern African Society for Aquatic Scientists, held at
Swakopmund, 29 June 1999

Regional representatives presented the following reports:

Free State
KwaZulu-Natal
Zimbabwe
Northern Province
Namibia
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  Congresses: SASAQS 1999 AGM

 Minutes of the 36th Annual General Meeting of the Southern African Society for Aquatic Scientists, held at
Swakopmund, 29 June 1999

No one has volunteered as yet for the year 2000 congress.

{Secretarys note: There has been some progress on the 2000 conference with tentative talk of a SADC/SASAQS initiative (driven by Charles
Breen) in either Maputo or Swaziland. As soon as there any further details we will notify all members.}

Jenny Day suggested that the society should seriously consider having the conference every second year, with the
Regional Representatives organising local meetings in the interim. Jay O'Keeffe said that there was no rule which
stipulated that the Society could have the meeting only every second year. Chris Dickens said that as yet there was no
one coming forward with a conference for next year (2000) and that he would pursue the matter vigorously with Heather
McKay; Bryan Davies supported this.

The Zoological Society has approached Jenny regarding their 100th Anniversary and the possibility of combining with
them for a commercially organised conference in 2000. Bryan Davies suggested the possibility of joining with WISA
for next years conference; EXCO is to pursue this idea.

All enthusiastically agreed that Mick Angliss (Northern Province) would host the 2001 conference, Jan Roos (Free
State) in 2002 and Jenny Day (Western Cape) in 2003. The need to have conference commitment several years in
advance was again noted.

Members were notified that the SANCOR meeting is in November.
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  Awards criteria: SASAQS 1999 AGM

 Minutes of the 36th Annual General Meeting of the Southern African Society for Aquatic Scientists, held at
Swakopmund, 29 June 1999

The committee have met and considered the SASAQS awards criteria. Jay O'Keeffe asked if anyone had any strong
feelings regarding this and if so please to contact him (as Chairman of the current awards committee). He then read the
following summarising deliberations and conclusions of the Awards Committee:

Medals/Awards committee deliberations:

As most of you were hopefully made aware, there was a request put out for nominations for awards this year. Well,
there was a reasonable response to this request - however uncertainties arose in the interpretation of wording from the
constitution on the matter.

The medals committee proposed these broad criteria for awards:

Must an awardee be a SASAQS member? - 
not necessarily, open to awards committee discretion, unless there are exceptional circumstances 
a) should have contributed to southern African ecosystems and 
b) have had some involvement with the society
Should an award for a "major" work have been peer reviewed in an international journal? - 
not necessarily as not always research (implicit in scientific work)
If a nominee is turned down via the secret ballot process, can that same work/ nominee be re-motivated for in a
subsequent year? If not should there be a time period of exclusion for re-nominations? 
no rules
Must one of the criteria for the awarding of a Medal for a specific piece of work be that Southern African
(eco)systems are the major beneficiary? 
no rules
Should the Awards Committee have the power to "downgrade" or "upgrade" a nomination from say a Silver to
Bronze (or vice versa)? 
if necessary return to proposer with recommendation to change this
Should only one Gold be awarded per year? 
YES 
Gold Rare - propose one a year (obviously if one is motivated for), with queuing to subsequent years 
Silver Irregular - may be more than one a year 
Bronze - best thesis motivated by supervisor, judged by medals committee (in light of examiners reports and
review by the medals committee)
All by four fifths majority. 
All properly motivated. according to model, Nominee, Award, Seconders. 
Three possible decisions: 
a) awarded, b) not awarded or c) returned for more full motivation

Further to these criteria, should the Awards Committee should be allowed to act in the spirit of the Society on the
strengths and merits of each motivation? 
Yes, agreed

Because of the need of a secret ballot on voting on nominations by awards committee members a new approach will be
adopted to maintain secrecy. Members of the committee will receive nominations from the Awards Committee
Secretary with a form to simply mark acceptance or rejection of the proposed medal. The completed form is then placed
into an unmarked envelope, placed into a second envelope and posted to the Secretary who will collate all unmarked
envelope and send to the Awards Committee Chairman.

There are no records of previous awards; these records were to be kept by the present EXCO. Rodney Owen asked who
had received medals. It appears the following have received medals: Marjorie Scott, Brian Allanson, (gold); Paul
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Skelton, Tony Ribbink, Jackie King (silver).

{Secretary's note: The summary of awardees will now be kept in the appropriate file in the filing system}.

Jenny Day requested that the medals committee remind members of the society about the criteria for the awarding of
bronze medals.

The issue on whether the ministers Asmal and Kasrils should be made honorary members of the Society was vetoed.
That said however it was agreed that all Southern African Ministers, in appropriate departments, be sent the Society
Newsletter (Action Newsletter Editors).
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  Council: SASAQS 1999 AGM

 Minutes of the 36th Annual General Meeting of the Southern African Society for Aquatic Scientists, held at
Swakopmund, 29 June 1999

Web page 
Marcus Wishart stated that the Internet home page is operational but is rather remote. It was debated as to whether
or not the society should have its own domain name. Holger Kolberg said it would cost R3000 to do this, and it
was suggested that the University of Cape Town could be cheaper. 
{Editor's note: The cost is only about a tenth of this, and could be less if we can prove that we are a non-profit organisation}

Chris Dickens is to discuss the location of the web page with Mike Silberbauer. 
It was suggested that the CCWR should be the natural "home" for this newsletter - Steve Mitchell (Water
Research Commission) agreed

The SASAQS jornal table of contents and abstracts should be placed on the web page.

Honoraria 
Chris Dickens said that it was custom for the treasurer, editor and the secretary to receive honoraria. This is not
stated in the constitution. 
Bill Rowlston proposed that a bye-law be introduced whereby the treasurer receives R1500 and the editor and
secretary receive R750 each. Jenny Day seconded this and the majority of those present accepted the proposal. 
This bye-law was therefore to be added to those of the Society.

Bye laws 
Jenny Day stated that there were no bye laws. 
(Secretary's note: Subsequent to this, a set of Bye-Laws were located in the back of the Constitution book. The first bye-law (1985) states
that Honoraria should not exceed 10% of subscription income. The 1999 bye-law on Honoraria therefore supersedes the one of 1985. An
inclusive bye-law will be proposed for the next AGM to account for both issues - Mark Graham).

E-mail shots 
The idea of handing out of email addresses was objected to and all present voted against this.

Society Computer 
Members in the Cape Town area are to be asked whether they have worthy need for the Societys old 80386
computer. If appropriate the computer would be given away. (Secretary's note: As per the above please would any
member identifying such a need contact the secretary).

Year 2000 Subscription Rates 
These were discussed. Bill Rowlston proposed R75 for local fees while EXCO is to decide on the need for a
differential rate for other countries in SADC. This was seconded by Jenny Day and agreed by a majority.

Lost contact with "old members" 
It was decided to email everyone regarding addresses. This is in the appendices to this set of minutes.

Future conference papers - publications thereof. 
It was agreed by all not to publish conference proceedings as a matter of course.
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  General: SASAQS 1999 AGM

 Minutes of the 36th Annual General Meeting of the Southern African Society for Aquatic Scientists, held at
Swakopmund, 29 June 1999

SADC Rivers 
Only six members put their names down for the SADC Southern African Rivers Research Programme workshop
(this conference). After discussion Chris Dickens proposed that they should meet as a group and make a proposal
to SASAQS if they need assistance. Agreed by a majority present.

SASAQS hosting of SIL 2010 
Jan Roos proposed this from discussions between Johan Grobbelaar (SIL Regional Rep) and Bob Wetzel (SIL).
After much discussion it was agreed by all that Chris Dickens (EXCO) was to contact Johan Grobbelaar and find
out further information. However the overriding consensus by all present was one of cautious enthusiasm. 
(Secretarys note: It should be noted here that since the AGM there has been increased enthusiasm expressed about this proposal).
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  "Lost" members: SASAQS 1999 AGM

 Addendum to Minutes of the 36th Annual General Meeting of the Southern African Society for Aquatic Scientists,
held at Swakopmund, 29 June 1999

On updating our SASAQS membership database it was discovered that we are missing certain vital details of a few of
our members, such as telephone number, physical address and E-mail address. This renders correspondence impossible.

If anyone has any information concerning the whereabouts or contact details of the following people, we would be most
grateful for your help:

Mr D E Musibono 
Dr C. Moore 
Miss R. Becker 
Miss C. Combrinck 
Mr R. I. Dick 
Dr A. Gardiner 
Mr M. Howard 
Dr Kalish 
Dr A. Kühn 
Dr S. Meintjies 
Mrs S.G. Young 
Mrs T.S. Zokufa 
Mr P. de Villiers 
P Gama

Please contact Mark Graham (mark.graham@umgeni.co.za) directly with any information you may have on this.
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  SASAQS Journal instructions to authors 2000

 
Appendix to the minutes of the 36th Annual General Meeting of the Southern African Society for Aquatic Scientists,
held at Swakopmund, 29 June 1999. 
Amended 2000-08-11

NOTES TO S.A.J.Aq.S. CONTRIBUTORS

1. Original papers or short notes in the field of aquatic sciences (limnology, hydrology, estuarine and coastal marine
science) will be considered for publication in the journal. Correspondence relating to editorial matters should be
addressed to: 
The Editor, Southern African Society of Aquatic Scientists, P.O. Box 13053 CASCADES 3202, South Africa. 
E-mail: mcoke@kznncs.org.za. 
Telephone 0331 845 1436 
Fax 0331 845 1699.

2. Manuscripts must be in English in WordPerfect or MS-Word format, double-spaced with all tables and figures
attached at the end of the text. Figures should also be submitted as a separate file. An electronic copy of the
manuscript should be e-mailed to the Editor, followed by one hard copy on white A4 paper posted to the above
address.

3. A summary of not more than 200 words, at the beginning of each paper, is required for articles and notes.
Relevant keywords should be submitted.

4. Tables, numbered with arabic numerals and including an explanatory title at the head, should fit an overall
printed area of 130 x 195mm.

5. Line drawings should be computer-generated figures, in Corel Draw 7, .TIF or .PCX file format, or alternatively
be in black ink on tracing film. Graphs should be created in Quattro or Excel. Original drawings should not
exceed A4 format and, including its legend, should be proportioned so as to fit a printed area of 130 x 195mm.
The original drawings need only be sent once the paper has been accepted.

6. Legends must be written on a separate sheet, double spaced, with arabic numerals (1, 2, 3...).

7. Photographs or plates must be of high quality and should be printed on glossy paper. One set of photographs is
required by post, plus electronic copies in .TIF or .JPG file format.

8. References must be written out in full, including all details of publication and pagination. Names and initials of
second and subsequent authors should not be inverted.

9. The SI system of metric units should be used. If non-standard units are used these should be defined in the text.

10. Twenty-five copies of each paper will be provided as reprints. Authors may order additional copies at their own
cost before publication.

11. Advertisements in the scientific field are acceptable. The contents and quality should be of a high standard. Rates
for advertisements are available from the Editor.

12. The copyright of papers accepted for publication is automatically assigned to the Southern African Society of
Aquatic Scientists. Authors may re-use small parts of their own material after publication without seeking further
permission, but should refer to the specific edition of the Journal as the original source.
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  Free State regional report: SASAQS 1999 AGM

 Minutes of the 36th Annual General Meeting of the Southern African Society for Aquatic Scientists, held at
Swakopmund, 29 June 1999

Free State Report - Jan Roos

SASAQS members in the region have been involved in research on fish communities and fish parasites in the Okavango
(Prof. Jo van As' research team), blue-green algal toxins (Prof. Johan Grobbelaar's team), algal communities and river
limnology (Dr Jan Roos' research team), and wetlands (Mr Maitland Seaman's team). Members in the region also
consult widely on regional limnological issues, particularly with regard to algal blooms and impact assessments.

Maitland Seaman, Director of the Centre for Environmental Management (UFS) has been involved in wetland inventory
and co-ordinating courses within the Masters in Environmental Management related to biomonitoring, in which Jan
Roos (Dept of Botany and Genetics, UFS) and Pierre de Villiers (DEAT) gave part of the course, as did Dirk Roux
(Environmentek, CSIR) and some non-members. Eight students took this specialisation course in 1999 and are involved
in research work for their mini-theses in the Free State, Lesotho and KwaZulu-Natal.

The Centre for Environmental Management (Maitland Seaman's team), the Depts of Botany and Genetics (Jan Roos'
team and others), Geography and DEAT (Pierre de Villiers) and DWAF have been developing protocols for
biomonitoring the Modder River. Pierre de Villiers is the Free State champion (leader) for the River Health programme,
which takes him to a range of water bodies in the Province. He also represents the Province in all fish and limnological
matters.

The Centre for Environmental Management has, during the past year, had the responsibility of drawing up the Water
Management Policy for Bloemwater, which has taken steps towards closer co-operation with the Centre for providing
biomonitoring services.

Johan Grobbelaar serves on the editorial board of the journals Hydrobiologia and J. appl. Phycology. Johan, as SA
representative of SIL, and Jan Roos participated in the SIL conference in Dublin, Ireland during August 1998.

The suggestion was made that the SIL 2010 congress should be held in SA; this will be discussed during the AGM at
Swakopmund.
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  KwaZulu-Natal regional report: SASAQS 1999 AGM

 Minutes of the 36th Annual General Meeting of the Southern African Society for Aquatic Scientists, held at
Swakopmund, 29 June 1999

KwaZulu-Natal Report - Rodney Owen

Rodney provided a short verbal report - the principle feature being an undertaking by Rodney to approach the ORI and
the Sharks Board in order to encourage them to join the Society.
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 Minutes of the 36th Annual General Meeting of the Southern African Society for Aquatic Scientists, held at
Swakopmund, 29 June 1999

Zimbabwe Report - Chris Topping

Paid-up membership in Zimbabwe is down to three, two of whom are present at the conference. I am pleased to see that,
for a change, there are four Zimbabweans at the conference and hopefully we will go home with a few more new
members.

There have been difficulties in acquiring new members amongst the government officials in the very small pollution
control branch of the Department of Water Development. There are five to six technical staff, and the crash of the
Zimbabwean Dollar hasn't helped. I will try the Lake Kariba Research Institute for new members.

The health of aquatic ecosystems is a new concept in Zimbabwe as most people are trying to get to grips with the New
Water Act and the need for basic water management. I'm still evangelising the SASS method and giving people possible
contact in South Africa regarding Biomonitoring, biomonitoring courses, IFRs etc. I've also given talks on
Biomonitoring to our: Dept. of Resources, University of Zimbabwe, Integrated Catchment, Management Project,
Wildlife Society, Rotary and Girlguides. Hopefully this will stimulate people, get them thinking about ecosystems and
then progress onto SASAQS.

Spreading "the word" has resulted in the Dept. of Water Resources trying to get funding for a Biomontoring reference
site project in Zimbabwe as well as a few multinationals looking with interest at SASS as a tool for their EIAs and
environmental management.
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 Minutes of the 36th Annual General Meeting of the Southern African Society for Aquatic Scientists, held at
Swakopmund, 29 June 1999

Northern Province - Mick Angliss

It appears that Mick was misinformed of his full responsibility re being a Regional Rep and therefore had only a very
little to report. He was however able to make amends by suggesting the Northern Province as a venue for the 2001
conference. This suggestion was enthusiastically supported by all present.
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  Namibia regional report: SASAQS 1999 AGM

 Minutes of the 36th Annual General Meeting of the Southern African Society for Aquatic Scientists, held at
Swakopmund, 29 June 1999

Namibia - Shirley Bethune

"We haven't done much" - this statement was met with some derision and mirth by all present! Shirley acknowledged
the help of all on the local organising committee She also extended her appreciation to Nancy Rayner for her work on
ephemeral pans.

Activities reported on where SASAQS members had been involved were: work on the National Water demand
management; a wetlands working group setting up a wetlands policy for Namibia; a joint survey on the Cunene River
with staff from the Albany Museum.
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